
Re m e m be r th e  Attack  on th e  A l-A m iriya Sh e lte r
O n Fe bruary 13, 19 9 1,  th e  U.S. com m itte d  one  of its m any m assacre s  against civilians

Bob Pounde r, Britis h  Fire figh te r
"Th e  s h e lte r w as  a civilian ins tallation and 
h ad be e n cons tructe d during th e  Iraq  / Iran 
W ar, to inte rnational s tandards  by a 
cons ortium  of Finnis h  com panie s  
s pe cialis ing in s tructure s  th at give  
prote ction agains t ch e m ical and nucle ar 
attack s . It com pris e d a building of th re e  
floors  (including bas e m e nt) e ach  w ith  an 
are a of 500 s q uare  m e tre s . Th e  roof and 
ce iling w e re  1.5 m e tre s  th ick  re inforce d w ith  s te e l bars  be tw e e n 
th re e  to four ce ntim e tre s  in diam e te r.
As  w e  approach e d th e  s h e lte r, Karim , th e  civil de fe nce  fire  office r 
w h o h ad le d th e  firs t te am  of fire figh te rs  into th e  s trick e n s h e lte r, 
m e t us . H e  e xplaine d e ntry h ad be e n e xtre m e ly difficult s ince  th e  
initial e xplos ion h ad caus e d an e le ctrical failure  jam m ing th e  s te e l 
doors  trapping th e  occupants  in th e  e ns uing fire . Cons e q ue ntly a 
s ide  e ntry th rough  an e m e rge ncy door h ad to be  m ade  but th e  
s h e lte r w as  not im m e diate ly acce s s ible  be caus e  of th e  inte ns e  
h e at. Bre ath ing Apparatus  te am s  us ing ch arge d 70m m  h os e  
w e re  initially drive n back  by s te am , furth e r atte m pts  to cool th e  
fire  produce d m ore  s te am  and boiling w ate r. Em e rge ncy ligh ting 
w as  tak e n into th e  s h e lte r at th e  e arlie s t pos s ible  tim e  during th e  
ope ration. Unfortunate ly th e  w ors t fe ars  of th e  fire figh te rs  w ould 
be  re alis e d. Th e  re cove ry ope ration las te d for th re e  days  and w as  
difficult s ince  th e  bodie s  of m any pe ople  trappe d ins ide  th e  
building h ad m e lte d into th e  concre te  or w e re  s im ply 
unre cognis able . ..."

Ibrah im  Allous h , Bagh dad
"Th e  Sh e lte r is  m ade  up of tw o s torie s . Th os e  in th e  uppe r le ve l 
w e re  burnt up and torn as unde r. Th os e  in th e  low e r le ve l die d 
from  th e  pow e r of th e  e xplos ion. Th e ir brains  jus t ble w  up and 
th e y w e nt in a fre nz y of inte rnal h e m orrh age . Th e  ph otos  of th e ir 
re m ains  s h ow  no m utilation, jus t ble e ding th rough  th e  nos e , e ars , 
and s om e tim e s  th e  e ye s . Nobody m ade  it alive  from  th e  s h e lte r, 
e xce pt for fourte e n pe ople  s le e ping at th e  e ntrance  w h o w e re  
h urle d by th e  pow e r of th e  e xplos ion its e lf aw ay from  th e  s h e lte r. 
Th e s e  are  th e  luck y one s . Th e y jus t got aw ay w ith  s e ve re  injurie s . 
Th e  re s t, w e ll th e y jus t pe ris h e d in th e  h e llis h  s oup th at w as  
s tirre d up by th e  tw o bom bs . I w as  told by th e  guide  th at th e  
pow e r of th e  e xplos ion w as  s o gre at, h um an organs  w e nt out of 
th e  s am e  h ole  th rough  w h ich  th e  bom b w e nt in.

... Ove r th e  w alls  you w ill find line d up row s  of ph otos  for th e  
victim s  of th e  e xplos ion. Old w om e n, young w om e n, te e nage rs , 
ch ildre n, and olde r pe ople  s tare  at you from  am ongs t th e  ch arre d 
w alls . On anoth e r w all, anoth e r row  of ph otos  for fam ilie s  pe ak s  
at you; one  fram e  for e ach  fam ily th at pe ris h e d in Al Am iriya 
Bom b Sh e lte r. Am ongs t th e s e  fram e s  I notice d one  fram e  for a 
Syrian fam ily, th e n anoth e r for an Egyptian fam ily, th e n anoth e r 
for a Jordanian fam ily, th e n anoth e r for a Pale s tinian fam ily, w h o 
m us t h ave  th ough t th at th e y w e re  going to be  s afe  from  Am e rican 
bom bs  at Al Am iriya Bom b Sh e lte r. Th e y w e re  w rong. Th e re  is  no 
place  on th is  plane t w h e re  civilians  can be  s afe  from  Am e rican 
bom bs .
On th e  w alls , you als o find s ilh oue tte s , s h adow s  of th e  de ad. One  
w om an w h os e  fram e  s tick s  de e pe r th an oth e rs  w as  e vide ntly 
h olding h e r ne w born. Anoth e r s h adow  is  for a young w om an. Sh e  
die d in h e r dre am s . A th ird s h adow  righ t above  h e rs  w as  for a 
s e ve re d h um an h e ad, s tanding above  all s h adow s  lik e  a 
conde m nation. Th e y w e re  all s crape d off th e  s am e  w all, but th e  
contours  re m ain in s h ade s  of gre y.

"Bagh dad w as  th e  s ite  of one  of th e  air w ar's  m os t h orrific 
attack s . Probably 1.500 civilian, m os tly w om e n and ch ildre n, w e re  
k ille d w h e n th e  Am ariyah  civilian bom b s h e lte r w as   h it by tw o 
bom bs  in th e  e arly m orning h ours  of Fe bruary 13, 19 9 1. ...
Th e  firs t bom b h it at 4:30 AM. It did not k ill e ve ryone . 
Ne igh borh ood re s ide nts  h e ard s cre am s  as    pe ople  trie d to ge t 
out of th e  s h e lte r. Th e y s cre am e d for four m inute s . Th e n th e  
s e cond bom b h it, k illing alm os t e ve rybody. Th e  s cre am ing 
ce as e d.

Ram s e y Clark , Form e r U.S. Attorne y Ge ne ral

Source : Ram s e y Clark , Th e  Fire  th is  Tim e , 19 9 2

Source : Fire Figh te r, Se pte m be r/Octobe r 2001

"I w e nt to th e  s h e lte r th e  ne xt day afte r th e  
bom bing. Th e re  w as  fle s h  all ove r th e  place , 
and you could h e ar ch ildre n s cre am ing in 
th e  rubble , but you couldn't ge t to th e m . I 
re m e m be r one  w om an w ith  te ars  com ing 
dow n h e r face , but m ak ing no s ound, 
look ing for h e r ch ildre n. Sh e  found s e ve n of 
th e m , but h adn't found h e r tw o-ye ar-old. 
Th e re  w e re  only ch arre d bodie s  th at s h e  
couldn't re cogniz e . Sh e  w as  s aying 'm aybe  
it's  h im , m aybe  it is n't.' I'll ne ve r forge t it. 
W h e n I'm  th ink ing or re laxing it plays  ove r 
and ove r in m y m ind."

Source : Z Ne t,  article   by Larry Eve re s t

Dr. Am e e d H am id, Dire ctor, Iraq  Re d Cre s ce nt Socie ty



Source : h ttp://w w w .fre e arabvoice .org

"In th e  m iddle -clas s  s uburb of Bagh dad, th is  unde rground bunk e r 
h ad be e n built to prote ct m ore  th an tw o th ous and pe ople . Each  
e ve ning th is  fortre s s  provide d a s e ns e  of s e curity as  th ous ands  of 
U.S. bom bs  w e re  droppe d on th e  city. Th e  w om an s  daugh te r 
w as  alw ays  am ong th e  firs t in th e  s h e lte r, Th e  m oth e r, w h o w as  
s aving a be d for h e r m oth e r. On th is  particular nigh t th e  m oth e r 
de cide d to s tay h om e  to catch  up on h ous e w ork  th at s h e  h ad 
be e n unable  to do be caus e  of th e  h e avy bom bing all th at w e e k . 
Th e  daugh te r w ante d to s tay w ith  h e r m oth e r, but w as  told s h e  
m us t go to th e  s h e lte r for h e r s afe ty.
Th e  m oth e r, w h o w as  our guide  th rough  th is  ch am be r of de ath , 
h ad gone  m ad. From  th e  nigh t of th e  bom bing until th e  pre s e nt 
day s h e  h as  rare ly le ft th e  ruine d s h e lte r. At firs t, s h e  s cre am e d 
and w e pt. Late r s h e  e xpe rie nce d rage , th e n de s pair. As  th e  
cle an-up and re m oval of bodie s  and de bris  continue d, s h e  
w ande re d th e  e m pty unde rground cave rn and com m une d w ith  
h e r daugh te r's  s pirit.
Eve ntually, th e  Iraq i gove rnm e nt e re cte d a s m all dw e lling at th e  
e ntrance  to th e  s h e lte r w h e re  s h e  could s tay. As  h e r h e alth  
re turne d, s h e  acte d as  a guide  for th os e  w h o cam e  to m ourn.
Anoth e r m oth e r, Nas ara, w ith  anoth e r s oul's  cry fille d w ith  
pas s ion, s pok e  out: "I h ate  th e  w ords  de m ocracy and h um an 
righ ts ! I ne ve r th ough t I w ould s ay th is . But th e s e  w ords  are  only 
us e d as  w e apons  agains t th e  Th ird W orld. W h y is n t th e re  a 
s ingle  s tandard, ins te ad of one  s e t of rule s  for th e  rich  countrie s  
and a diffe re nt s e t of rule s  for th e  little , poor countrie s ?" On June  
17, 19 9 3 Nas ara s aw  h e r clos e  frie nd, Laila Al-Attar, one  of th e  
m os t be love d artis ts  of th e  M iddle  Eas t, carrie d de ad from  h e r 
h om e , k ille d by a U.S. air attack  on Bagh dad w ith  tw e nty-th re e  
cruis e  m is s ile s ."

Joh n Sch uch ard, Inte rfaith  Pilgram age  for Pe ace  and 

As  you go dow ns tairs  to th e  low e r floor, you find a dis tinct line  on 
th e  w alls  m ark ing th e  le ve l of th e  w ate r th at s e e pe d from  th e  
h uge  w ate r tank  re s e rvoirs  ins talle d for th e  be ne fit of th e  pe ople  
w h o s ough t re fuge  in th e  s h e lte r. Since  th e  te m pe rature  ins ide  
re ach e d 400 de gre e s  Ce ls ius , th e  w ate r s tarte d boiling, th us  
cook ing th e  w alls  and th e  h um ans  w ith in th e m , on th e  low e r floor. 
...
As  I le ft Al Am iriya Bom b Sh e lte r, it w as  not cle ar to m e  at all h ow  
th e  Unite d State s  gove rnm e nt dare s  to utte r a w ord about 
s pre ading 'h um an righ ts ', 'de m ocracy', or 'fre e dom ' in Iraq .  It w as  
le s s  cle ar h ow  th e  w orld can e ve r tak e  any of w h at th e  Unite d 
State s  gove rnm e nt s ays  s e rious ly!!
Outs ide  th e  com ple x, th e re  is  a s m all k ios k  for th e  guide .  In 
th e re , vis itors  can s top to w rite  a fe w  w ords  in th e  vis itors  book  if 
th e y w is h .  I w rote : "I pas s e d th rough  th e  gate  of Al Am iriya Bom b 
Sh e lte r into th e  trage dy of Iraq  only to m e e t th e  trage dy of 
Pale s tine .  Ye t th e ir face s  on th e  w alls  re m ain, to te s tify to th e  
h e rois m  and s te adfas te dne s s  of Iraq is , and to s h am e  to th e  
w orld".
Se e , as  you go in and out of th e  uppe r floor of Al Am iriya Bom b 
Sh e lte r w h e re  th e  m ain bom b fe ll, th e  firs t and th e  las t th ing you 
w ill s e e  is  a ve ry fam iliar face . No, it is  not th e  picture  of Saddam  
H us s e in. Th e  ve ry firs t ph oto in th e  row  of ph oto in Al Am iriya 
Bom b Sh e lte r h as  be e n place d re ce ntly it s e e m s . It is  th e  ph oto 
of Muh am m ad Durrah , th e  Pale s tinian k id w h o w as  s h ot de ad in 
cold blood by Je w is h  s oldie rs  in Gaz a.
Th us , in th e  pit of th e ir pain, th e  Iraq is  did not fail to put Pale s tine  
firs t. And th at k ind of pow e r, in m y opinion, is  w h at th e  Unite d 
State s  gove rnm e nt m e ans  w h e n it s ays  it w ants  to go afte r Iraq i 
w e apons  of m as s  de s truction. It is  th e  pow e r to w ith e r Am e rican 
w e apons  of m as s  de s truction, th e n re m ain true  to Pale s tine ."

Source : As h e s  and Ligh t:  Iraq : A praye r for th e  dying, 19 9 5

Th e  annive rs ary of th e  tragical e ve nt of Fe bruary 13, 19 9 1,  s h all 
give  us  a m om e nt to re m e m be r fifte e n ye ars  of aggre s s ion 
agains t Iraq . 88,500 tons  of e xplos ive s , th e  e q uivale nt of 7 
nucle ar bom bs  of th e  H iros h im a type  w e re  fire d on Iraq  during th e  
43 days  of bom bing in 19 9 1. Th e  U.S. and Britis h  continue d to 
bom b Iraq  e ve r s ince , flying ove r 300,000 s ortie s  agains t Iraq  and 
firing h undre ds  of cruis e  m is s ile s .
W ith  its  bas ic infras tructure  h e avily dam age d and fore ign trade  
block e d and e m bargoe d, th e  Iraq i pe ople  w e re  s ys te m atically 
im pove ris h e d. De s pite  th e ir utm os t e fforts  to bring pow e r plants  
and w ate r tre atm e nt facilitie s  back  on line , re build s om e  of th e  
m ain line s  of com m unication, fix th e  th ous ands  of private  h om e s  
and s ch ools  dam age d and focus  on incre as ing inte rnal food 
production, th e y could not fully ove rcom e  th e  de pe nde ncie s  from  
im ports .
Environm e ntal dam age s , m alnutrition and dis e as e s , com bine d 
w ith  s e rious  s h ortage s  of m e dical facilitie s  and m e dicine , due  to 
de s truction by th e  Coalition force s  and UN-s anctions , s ucce e de d 
in k illing h undre ds  of th ous ands  of Iraq i pe ople , m ainly ch ildre n, 
th e  e lde r and s ick . Th e  com bine d num be r of de ath s  as  a 
cons e q ue nce  of aggre s s ion and s anctions  is  an e s tim ate d 2 
m illion pe ople , w h ich  m e ans  th at th e  UN and Inte rnational 
Com m unity are  re s pons ible  for k illing ne arly te n pe rce nt of th e  
Iraq i population.

Solidarity w ith  th e  Iraq i pe ople  in th e ir Figh t 
agains t Occupation and Fore ign Dom ination

Le ave  Iraq  Alone !

Th e  picture  s h ow s  's h adow s  of th e  de ad'. Num e rous   pe ople  
burnt com ple te ly le aving th e s e  m ark s  on th e  s h e lte r w alls ..




